
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Road to Perdition 

     

     I am sure at some time or other you have heard someone say, “Now there is a young 

many or there is a young woman who is on the road to perdition!” And you would 

agree with that statement and also with me when I say it is much easier to see someone 

else on the road to perdition than it is to see ourselves on that same road. It seems 

neither people nor governments ever notice what it is they are doing wrong. So, I think 

it would be a wise move on our part if we could all step out of ourselves and take a 

good look at how God actually sees us. Then maybe we will correct ourselves and 

change our way of living and acting before it is too late. 

     In our gospel this morning, Jesus tells us when we see clouds in the sky, we can tell 

rain is coming. It is obvious and yet why is it that we can’t see or interpret our own 

present times? Why can’t the signs in our lives warn us about some very unpleasant 

things in our homes…like family disputes? 

     We all know what family disputes are! In fact, we can often see these disputes 

coming. So, what do we do? Do we put on boxing gloves and come out fighting? Or do 

we try to discuss the problem as calmly and charitably as possible? Let’s face it, it is not 

easy to remain Christ-like when we have disagreements. But respect for others and 

respect for ourselves…that is something that is very important.  

    I am no Ann Landers or Dear Abby, but I do know how important it is to come away 

from a disagreement feeling good about myself. It’s not that my point of view was 

accepted necessarily, but that my point was made in a way that would make God, my 

Father, proud of me. We have to seek truth and common sense always, but never at the 

top of our lungs or with a lot of name calling. That is not easy to do. Still, we do owe 

respect for ourselves and for the other persons. 

     St. Paul tells us, “Bear with one another lovingly. Make every effort to preserve the 

unity which has the Spirit as its origin and peace as its binding force.” If everyone if the 

family were dedicated to this idea, our homes would be absolutely wonderful.  

     Are you aware of signs of impending unrest in your home? Why not prepare 

yourself for it by a little prayer. Ask God, our Father, to diffuse the situation. Always 

remember self-control and then to your very best. Jesus and His mother will be with  
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you.  And the Holy Ghost will give you all the strength and wisdom you need. 

     What do you say? Let’s do it! 

 

*Inspired by Luke 12:54-59 


